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President, we would address this problem,
and we would address it in a comprehensive
way.

As I say, there are over 100 recommenda-
tions—over 100 proposals. And we’re going
to get after it. This isn’t just a report that’s
going to gather dust; this is an action plan,
because this is an action administration.

Energy Plan
Q. Mr. President, how will your plan lead

to lower prices at the gas pump now?
The President. Pardon me?
Q. How will it lead to lower prices at the

gas pump now?
The President. Because we recognize that

we need more supply. And when you read
the report, you’ll see that we’ve laid out con-
structive ways to make sure that there are
more supply available.

I will tell you, there are some who advo-
cate price controls. Price controls do not in-
crease supply, nor do they affect demand.
And this is an administration that will take
a hard look at the problems. And we’ll deal
straightforward with the American people,
with a plan that is optimistic—it is very hope-
ful. And it’s the right thing to do. And I can’t
wait for the American people to hear the pro-
posals.

It talks about the ingenuity of America.
Ours is a great Nation. Ours is a Nation that
can lead the world in innovative conservation
measures. And we provide incentives to do
that. Ours is a Nation that can explore in
technologically friendly ways, and we will
show the world how to do so.

But we also have got to recognize our in-
frastructure is old and stale, and so we’ve got
innovative approaches to be able to move
product from one part of the country to an-
other, or natural gas, for example, from out-
side our borders to inside our borders. And
so I look forward to good—folks taking a
good look at this, because it makes eminent
sense for the future of the country.

Thank you all very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:50 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Gov. Gray Davis of Cali-
fornia. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Proclamation 7438—National
Biotechnology Week
May 16, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
For thousands of years, man has been uti-

lizing and modifying biological processes to
improve man’s quality of life. Scientific ad-
vances have enabled biotechnology to play
an increasingly large role in the development
of new products that enhance all areas of our
lives.

In the battle against disease, our ever-in-
creasing knowledge of cellular and genetic
processes continues to improve the quality
of our health care. Biotechnology has con-
tributed to the development of vaccines, anti-
biotics, and other drugs that have saved or
prolonged the lives of millions of people. In-
sulin, which is vital in the treatment of diabe-
tes, can now be produced inexpensively and
in large quantities through the use of geneti-
cally engineered bacteria. In addition, excit-
ing gains in the understanding of the human
body’s genetic code show significant promise
in finding treatments and eventually a cure
for many diseases. This technology is now
central to the research being conducted on
diseases such as cancer, diabetes, epilepsy,
multiple sclerosis, heart and lung disease,
Alzheimer’s disease, and Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS).

Consumers enjoy continual improvements
to the quality and quantity of our Nation’s
food supply. Genetic engineering will enable
farmers to modify crops so that they will grow
on land that was previously considered infer-
tile. In addition, it will enable farmers to
grow produce with enhanced nutritional
value. We also are benefiting from crops that
resist plant diseases and insects, thus reduc-
ing the use of pesticides.

The environmental benefits of bio-
technology can be realized through the in-
creased ability of manufacturers to produce
their products with less energy, pollution,
and waste. In addition, the development of
new biotechnology promises to improve our
ability to clean up toxic substances from soil
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and water and improve waste management
techniques.

Our Nation stands as a global leader in
research and development, in large part be-
cause of our successes in understanding and
utilizing the biological processes of life. The
field of biotechnology is important to the
quality of our lives, the protection of our en-
vironment, and the strength of our economy.
We must continue to be leaders in the pur-
suit of knowledge and technology, and we
must be vigilant to ensure that new tech-
nologies are regulated and used responsibly
towards achieving noble goals.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 13 through
May 19, 2001, as National Biotechnology
Week. I call upon the people of the United
States to observe this week with appropriate
programs, ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixteenth day of May, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 18, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 17, and it was
published in the Federal Register on May 21.

Proclamation 7439—National
Defense Transportation Day and
National Transportation Week, 2001
May 16, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
America’s achievements in transportation

have helped lay the foundation for our
strength and prosperity. As our Nation moves
forward into the 21st century, we celebrate
how modern transportation has transformed
the world and recognize the many men and

women who have contributed to its develop-
ment and advancement.

Whether traveling by road, rail, water, or
air, Americans can choose among a large
number of options in reaching their destina-
tions. But beyond moving people, our diverse
transportation system also makes possible the
delivery of countless products throughout the
country. Whether intended for individuals,
private organizations, government agencies,
or merchants, the shipment and transfer of
these goods helps to generate and sustain the
economic growth that benefits us all.

Our transportation system also contributes
vitally to the security of the United States.
From the early days of the merchant marine
at the time of our Nation’s founding, to the
latest in 21st century aircraft, our diverse
methods of transportation have moved troops
and carried defense cargo quickly and effi-
ciently both in peacetime and in war.

To meet America’s future needs, our Na-
tion must take advantage of scientific and
technological innovation to improve existing
transportation systems and develop new
ones. We must strive to enhance their reli-
ability and efficiency and close the gap be-
tween the demand for transportation and the
capacity of the transportation infrastructure.

At the same time, safety will always remain
our top priority. Investments in transpor-
tation must contribute to the security of the
traveling public and improve access for all
Americans. Our efforts to modify and
strengthen transportation systems must also
safeguard the environment and use energy
wisely. Through these measures, we can con-
serve our precious natural resources and re-
inforce the transportation infrastructure our
Nation needs to thrive in a dynamic and com-
petitive world.

To recognize the men and women who
work in transportation and thereby con-
tribute to our Nation’s well-being, defense,
and progress, the United States Congress, by
joint resolution approved May 16, 1957 (36
U.S.C. 120) has designated the third Friday
in May of each year as ‘‘National Defense
Transportation Day,’’ and, by joint resolution
approved May 14, 1962 (36 U.S.C. 133), de-
clared that the week during which that Fri-
day falls be designated ‘‘National Transpor-
tation Week.’’
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